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The Lac Léman Music Masterclasses 2018
In 2018 the Lac Léman Music Masterclasses proved
again to be an important event in today’s offerings
of first class musical education to some of the
worldwide most gifted students of string instruments. We hope that this short brochure filled
with pictures of the many moving movements of
this event manages to provide you with an impression of the wonderful and inspiring atmosphere in
which these masterclasses again took place and
contributed to the advancement of the next generation of young instrumentalists.

The Hindemith Music Center
This is a place of unique beauty and attraction,
ideally equipped with all the facilities for organizing a truly high-class educational week for young
players. Here, guided by some of the world’s
leading teachers of their instrument, they find the
perspective and the calm to concentrate on true
improvements in their mastery of the instrument,
in surroundings as if it were a family home, but
with breathtaking views of the Lac Léman and
some of the highest mountains of the Alps behind
it.
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The Teachers
We were happy to have again with us:
Mihaela Martin, solo violinist and chamber musician, who, alongside numerous concert engagements, teaches in Berlin at the Barenboim-Said
Academy, at Kronberg Academy, and at the Conservatory of Cologne. She is juror in numerous international violin competitions.

Boris Kuschnir, international violin pedagogue,
well known for his prize-winning students, teacher
at the universities of Vienna and Graz, appearing in
concerts in all important music halls of this world.

Nobuko Imai, one of the great internationally
acclaimed violists, active as juror in many competitions with teaching positions in Amsterdam,
Madrid and Tokyo, as well as at the Kronberg
Academy.

Frans Helmerson, is a world-wide known solo cellist, chamber musician and an eminent teacher of
his instrument, with teaching positions formerly
in Madrid at the conservatory in Berlin, now at
the Barenboim-Said Academy and at Kronberg
Academy.
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The Teachers
Daniel Austrich, solo violinist and chamber musician, prize winner of the International Paganini
Violin Competition, appears in concert inter
alia with Martin, Imai , and Helmerson in their
well-known Michelangelo String Quartet. At the
Lac Léman Music Masterclasses he works with
students on chamber music pieces which are
presented in the Vevey concerts in addition to
solo pieces.

The pictures of some moments of the classes
in 2018 are intended to show the intensity and
joy with which students and professors worked
together.
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The Teachers
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The Students
The course of 2018 again united some of the
most impressive talents of young musicians from
all over the world, studying the violin, the viola,
and the violoncello. This year’s course comprised
25 students of again a good mixture of nationalities, comprising Armenia, Belgium, China,
England, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy,
Japan, Netherlands, Romania Russia, South Korea, Spain, Taiwan, Ukraine, the United States.
The students attending the 2018 masterclasses
were:
Violin
Misako Akama, Japan
Tracy Bu, United States
Jane Hyeonjin Cho, South Korea
Irène Duval, France
Boglarka Erdos, Hungary/Netherlands
Mairéad Hickey, Ireland
Aaron Huros, Germany
Youjin Kim, South Korea
Brieuc Vourch, France
Tim de Vries, Netherlands
Xinyi Zhang, Belgium
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Viola
Bella Chich, Russia
Alvaro Garcia Ros, Spain
Santiago Medina Gutierrez, Spain
Diyang Mei, China
Hayang Park, South Korea
Timothy Ridout, England
Andriy Savych, Ukraine
Hyeri Shin, South Korea
Violoncello
Raffaella Cardaropoli, Italy
Lea Galasso, Italy
Joël Geniet, France
Jan Sekaci, Romania
Hayk Sukiasyan, Armenia
Alejandro Viana, Spain

The Students
The pictures give an impression of the intense
concentration and the variety of sentiments, ranging from deep immersion to moments of carefree lightness with which the students and their
teachers worked on their repertoire during this
course. Such repertoires covered a wide range
of composers, comprising baroque, classical and
romantic periods, including contemporary music.
One way of learning in masterclasses consists of
sitting-in on classes of other students and just
listening.
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The Students
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The Students
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The Concerts
Two public concerts were offered, in Vevey and in
Geneva, both of which attended by an audience
which followed the performances of the teachers
and their students with great enthusiasm and
ample applause.
The first of these concerts was hold in Vevey on 11
October 2018 at a hall which has in the meantime
already become a tradition for LLMM, the beautiful Grande Salle at the Hôtel des Trois Couronnes
in Vevey, with drinks offered before and after the
concert, including wine gracefully donated by the
Commune de Blonay. The entry piece of this concert was the famous Haydn string quartet
op. 64 no. 5 in D major, entitled ”The Lark”, played
by the Michelangelo String Quartet, Mihaela Martin, first violin, Daniel Austrich, second violin, Nobuko Imai, viola, and Frans Helmerson, violoncello.
After this introduction students of LLMM demonstrated their skills in the presentation of movements
of other well-known pieces of chamber music,
including Sergei Prokoview’s string quartet no. 2
in F major, op. 92, Ludwig van Beethoven’s string
trio no. 3 in C minor op. 9, Dmitri Shostakovitch’s
string quartet no. 5 in B-flat major, op. 92, and the
string sextet no.1 in B-flat major, op. 18, by
Johannes Brahms.
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The Concerts
The second public concert was as usual presented in Geneva as the grand finale of the LLMM
week; it took place on 13 October 2018, this
time at the impressive hall of the Arts Center of
the École Internationale, due to the fact that the
hall of the Conservatoire de Genève was closed
due to remodeling work. This concert, too, was
introduced by a performance of the Haydn Lark
string quartet, played by the Michelangelo String
Quartet, and was then followed by a number of
solo pieces chosen and presented by the LLMM
students themselves. This part of the concert
included the presentation of movements from
the following compositions: Wolfgang Amadeus

Mozart, Adagio for violin and orchestra in E major, K 261; Alfred Schnittke, concerto for viola and
orchestra; Ernest Chausson, Poème, op. 25, for
violin and piano; Nikolai Miaskovski, sonata for
violoncello and piano, no. 2, op. 81. The second
half of this concert was dedicated to a rendering
of the young Mendelssohn’s famous octet for
strings, played in a chamber orchestra version
by all LLMM students, led from the first chairs by
Mihaela Martin, Daniel Austrich, Nobuko Imai,
and Frans Helmerson. Big applause and a reception for students, professors, and the audience
concluded this amazing evening.
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The Lac Léman Music Masterclasses Association

The LLMM Association expresses its gratitude to
its corporate sponsors, including inter alia the
international law firm Landolt & Koch, Geneva,
Fondation Waechter, Geneva, Lyra Foundation,
Zurich, Société Académique Vaudoise, Lausanne, and Fondation Hindemith, Blonay, for
their generous financial support. The same
thanks go to so many private donors and helping hands who, in the same manner but also
by way of assisting the organization of the event
and offering students lodging at their private homes after public concerts make it possible that
LLMM can continue with its efforts in making
Switzerland and its Hindemith Music Center a
preferred place of encounter of internationally
acclaimed masters of classical music with some
of the most talented young representatives of
this art from all over the world.
Association Lac Léman Music Masterclasses • c/o Pierre Tercier • ch. Guillaume-Ritter 5
1700 Fribourg, Switzerland • Web: www.llmm.ch
Contact: Ryo Pittier • Phone: +41 (0) 79 628 98 39 • pittier@geneva-link.ch
Photos: Fabian von Schlabrendorff
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